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A Little Book for New Theologians: Why and How to Study Theology,  
by Kelly M. Kapic. Downer’s Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2012. 126 pp. $8.00.  
ISBN 9780830839759  
Reviewed by Brad Doerksen, Library Director, Briercrest College & Seminary, Caronport, SK
Kelly Kapic from Covenant College has written a handy little guidebook for 
students embarking on the journey of formal theological study. Written in the spirit 
of classics, such as Thielcke’s A Little Exercise for Young Theologians, this brief guide 
seeks to set out not the substance of theology but the way its study should be 
approached and practiced. This “little book” is divided into two sections, the first sets 
out reasons why the study of theology is important and the second larger section 
outlines characteristics of the faithful theologian. There’s nothing in this work that 
most evangelical Protestants will find controversial or problematic. Kapernic does 
well to move beyond just such topics as the relationship between faith and reason, 
prayer and study, and the humble posture of the theologian. He also engages such 
matters as the need for faithful theology to be rooted in the church and a faithfully 
practicing community that seeks justice for all and has a living faith. As such, the 
book is balanced and holistic in its approach and would make for a great assigned 
text for introductory theology courses at colleges and seminaries.
Throughout the book, numerous short quotations are inserted as text boxes. While 
these provide additional tidbits to support and enlighten the discussion, their 
insertion into the middle of paragraphs and even breaking sentences in half can 
interrupt the flow of the reader. Despite this potentially distracting feature, the work 
as a whole should make for a very helpful resource to both students beginning the 
formal study of theology as well as everyday Christians in the pew who wish to take 
the theological nature of Christian practice seriously.
Mathematizing: An Emergent Math Curriculum Approach  
for Young Children,  
by Allen C. Rosales. St. Paul, MN: Redleaf Press, 2015.  
141 pp. $29.95. ISBN 9781605543956
Reviewed by Lori Thornton, Technical Services Librarian,  
Carson-Newman University, Jefferson City, TN
How does one teach mathematics to young children? Author Allen C. Rosales 
advocates teaching them through things in their own daily environments. It is not 
so much a matter of teaching them that 1+1=2, but more of a conceptual approach. 
